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The NIH Public Access Policy Is Mandatory       

In accordance with Division F Section 217 of PL 111-8 (Omnibus Appropriations 

Act, 2009), the NIH Public Access Policy (NOT-OD-08-033) remains a legislative 

mandate for FY 2009 and beyond.  

 

 

The Director of the National Institutes of Health ("NIH") shall 

require in the current fiscal year and thereafter that all 

investigators funded by the NIH submit or have submitted for 

them to the National Library of Medicine's PubMed Central an 

electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon 

acceptance for publication, to be made publicly available no later 

than 12 months after the official date of publication: Provided, 

That the NIH shall implement the public access policy in a 

manner consistent with copyright law. 
   

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
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Access to published research funded by the NIH will 

help advance science and improve human health 

  

PUBLIC: Meets the public s expectation that articles based on NIH-

funded research are publicly available. Provides information to 

understand health and disease. 

 

INVESTIGATORS: Accessibility and integration of NIH-funded 

research results fosters discovery, new interdisciplinary 

collaborations, and the ability of all scientists to pursue NIH s 

research priority areas more competitively.  

 

NIH: Provides the NIH the ability to monitor, mine, and develop its 

portfolio of taxpayer funded research more effectively. 

Implications of a Successful NIH Public Access Policy 



Key Definitions 
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Open Access and NIH Public Access Policy  

Open Access (OA) is scholarly material available online 

to the public free of charge, and free of most copyright 

and licensing restrictions. 

 

NIH Public Access Policy is the submission of NIH 

funded, final, peer reviewed manuscripts to the National 

Library of Medicine s PubMed Central to be made freely 

available to the public.  

 

üThe NIH Policy is an example of Open Access. 

 

üOpen Access articles are not automatically compliant 

 with the NIH Policy 

 

Free PMC Article Free text

http://www.springer.com/openaccess/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2860056
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Free resources developed by the U. S. National Library of Medicine  

 

 

 

 

ÅDatabase of biomedical journal citations, abstracts, and   

ÅLinks to some full text articles from PMC and publisher websites. 

ÅUnique identifier: PMID followed by a series of numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅDigital archive of full-text, peer-reviewed journal papers. 

ÅUnique identifier: PMCID followed by a series of numbers.  

PubMed  and  PubMed Central (PMC)     
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Final Peer-Reviewed Manuscript: 
ü Author s final manuscript of a peer-reviewed 

paper accepted for journal publication 

ü Includes all modifications from the peer 
review process 

ü Submitted by Authors and 
Publishers/Journals 

 

 

Final Published Article 
ü Journal s authoritative copy of the paper 

ü Includes all modifications from peer review 
and the publishing process: copyediting, 
stylistic edits, and formatting changes 

ü Submitted by Publishers/Journals 

Definitions    

http://genesdev.cshlp.org/content/current


How to Comply with the Policy 
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How Awardees Comply 

1. Determine Applicability 

 

2. Address Copyright 
ï Institutions and investigators are responsible for ensuring full 

compliance with the Public Access Policy 
 

3. Deposit Paper Upon Acceptance for Publication 
ï Four submissions methods (A-D) are available 

ï Methods A & B submit final journal articles to PMC 

ï Methods C & D submit final peer reviewed manuscripts to 
the NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) system to be 
deposited in PMC 

 

4. Cite Paper, include PMCID 
ï Include the PMC number (PMCID) for applicable papers in 

applications, proposals and reports, see:  
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/citation_methods.htm.  

 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/citation_methods.htm
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Policy Applies to Any Final Manuscript Thaté 

Å Is peer-reviewed; 

Å Is accepted for publication in a journal on or 

after April 7, 2008; 

Å Arises from any direct funding from: 

ï an NIH grant or cooperative agreement active in 

Fiscal Year 2008 or beyond, or; 

ï an NIH contract signed on or after April 7, 2008, or; 

ï the NIH Intramural Program, or;  

ï an NIH employee. 

1) Determine Applicability 
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Before an author signs a publication agreement or similar copyright 

transfer agreement, make sure that the agreement allows the final 

peer-reviewed manuscript to be submitted to NIH in accordance 

with the Public Access Policy. 

 

Plan Ahead! 

Å What submission method will be used?  

Å What version of the paper will be made available on PMC? 

Å Who will submit the paper? 

Å When will it be submitted? 

Å Who will approve the submission? 

Å When can the paper be made public on PMC? 

2) Address Copyright 



3) Posting papers to PubMed 

Central 
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How to Submit Manuscripts 

ÅFour different submission methods are available, 

which vary in: 

ïVersion posted 

ïUse of the NIH Manuscript Submission System (NIHMS) 

ïRole of Publishers 

ïRole of Authors 

ïParticipating Journals 

 

ÅAuthors may use the method that is most appropriate 

for them and is consistent with their publishing 

agreement.   

 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process.htm  

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process.htm
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PubMed Central Submission Methods 

 A 

B 

C 

D 

Author arranges with 

Publisher2 to deposit 

published version of 

specific NIH-funded 

article in PMC. 

1. See Journal list at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm#journals 

2. See list of Publishers at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm 

3. NIH Manuscript submission system (NIHMS) 

 

Author confirms the 

article is deposited in 

PMC.  

 

Journal1 deposits the 

published version of 

all NIH-funded 

articles in PMC.        

Author or delegate 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS.  

Journal publisher 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript .  

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript. 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm
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PubMed Central Submission Methods 

 A 

B 

Author arranges with 

Publisher2 to deposit 

published version of 

specific NIH-funded 

article in PMC. 

Journal1 deposits the 

published version of 

all NIH-funded 

articles in PMC.        

1. Journal list at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm#journals 

2. List of Publishers at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm 

 

Author confirms the 

article is deposited in 

PMC.  

 

Final published 

article in PMC 

ü Method A ï Journals (> 800) submit  NIH-funded articles to 

 PMC without author involvement. 

ü Method B ï Publishers deposit an individual article in PMC  

upon author request, generally for a fee. 

 
ü Final published article submitted to PMC at time of publication, assigned a 

PMCID 

ü Text available in PMC generally12 months after the date of publication 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm
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Methods C and D- Using the NIHMS 

Who can deposit manuscripts in the NIHMS?  

ü Author 

ü Delegate: anyone given access to the author's 

files: administrative personnel, graduate students, 

librarians, etc. 

ü Publisher 

 

 

Only Authors can approve of the submission and web 

version of the manuscript 

 

Three steps to complete NIHMS submission process 
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Manuscript Submission to NIHMS 

C 

D 

1. Deposit manuscript files  - NIHMSID created and sent to the 
submitter 

 
 Method C - submission by author or delegate 
 Method D - submission by publisher 

NIH Manuscript Submission system (NIHMS) 

Author or delegate 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS.  

Journal publisher 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript .  

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript. 
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Manuscript Submission to NIHMS 

C 

D 

2. Author approves PDF receipt, gives permission to NIH to 
process the manuscript. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

Author or delegate 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS.  

Journal publisher 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS. 

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript .  

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript. 

Method C ï at time of submission, author identifies PD/PI and NIH award(s), 
confirms copyright or permission, specifies delay period. 

 
Method D ï NIHMS email: author receives NIHMSID, identifies PD/PI and NIH 

award(s), approves PDF receipt/submission. 

  
Author Approval 
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Author Manuscript Submission to NIHMS 

C 

D 

Author or other  

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS.  

Journal publisher 

submits final peer 

reviewed manuscript 

to the NIHMS. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript .  

Author reviews and 

approves the PMC-

formatted 

manuscript. 

3.  Author approves PMC-formatted manuscript for public display: 

Methods C and D. 

NIHMS sends author an 

email asking author to 

approve the submitted 

materials for processing. 

After submission is 
complete, NIHMS emails 
the citation with PMCID 
to author and PIs 

Author Approval 



4) Demonstrating Compliance with 

the Public Access Policy 
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Cite Articles Using PMC Numbers (PMCID) 

Å Cite Paper  

ïWhen citing a paper in NIH applications, proposals, and 

progress reports, include the PMCID at the end of the full 

citation.  

ïThis requirement only applies to papers that fall under the Policy 

and are authored or co-authored by you or arose from your NIH 

award. 

ïFor more information see 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/citation_methods.htm. 

 

Example 

Varmus H, Klausner R, Zerhouni E, Acharya T, Daar A, Singer 

P. 2003. PUBLIC HEALTH: Grand Challenges in Global Health. 

Science 302(5644): 398ï399. PMCID: PMC243493  

 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/citation_methods.htm
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How to cite papers in press, or within 3 months of 

publicationé 

Å For Method A and B Journals, use  PMC Journal - In Process .  
ï PMCIDs are assigned around the time of publication 

ï PMC Journal ï in process  is not acceptable 3 mo. after publication  

ï Example: Sala-Torra O, Gundacker HM, Stirewalt DL, Ladne PA, 
Pogosova-Agadjanyan EL, Slovak ML, Willman CL, Heimfeld S, Boldt 
DH, Radich JP. Connective tissue growth factor (CTGF) expression and 
outcome in adult patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Blood. [a 
publication date within 3 months of when the application, proposal or 
report was submitted to NIH]. PMCID: PMC Journal - In Process 

 

Å For Method C and D Journals, use the NIHMSID.   
ïNIHMSID is not acceptable 3 mo. after publication 

ï Example:  Cerrato A, Parisi M, Santa Anna S, Missirlis F, Guru S, 
Agarwal S, Sturgill D, Talbot T, Spiegel A, Collins F, Chandrasekharappa 
S, Marx S, Oliver B. Genetic interactions between Drosophila 
melanogaster menin and Jun/Fos. Dev Biol. In press. NIHMSID: 
NIHMS44135 

 



Finding IDs 

ÅUse PubMed 

ÅUse MyNCBI (best approach) 
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Find PMCIDs in PubMed s Abstract View 

 PMC2855265 [Available on 2011/5/1] 
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/pmctopm  

PMID ï PMCID Converter Tool  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/pmctopmid


Using MyBibliography for 

Reporting and Tracking 

Compliance 
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eRA Commons ï My Bibliography Integration 

My NCBI Tool [My Bibliography] to Replace 

 eRA Commons for Bibliography Management 
NOT-OD-10-103 June 10, 2010 

July 23, 2010:  Commons will no longer support manual entry of 

citations.  

October 22, 2010:  Commons will no longer display citations that were 

manually entered into Commons  

ACTIONS:  

ÅEstablish a My NCBI account to access My Bibliography 

 

ÅLink your eRA Common account to your My NCBI account 

 

ÅEnter  manually entered eRA Commons citations into My Bibliography 

 

ÅUse the My NCBI My Bibliography to manage your citations and 

compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy (and/or delegate) 

  

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html
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eRA Commons/ My Bibliography Integration 

From the new Awards View [$] in My Bibliography, 

 eRA Commons users can: 

ïSee if their publications are compliant with the NIH 

Public Access Policy 

ïStart the manuscript submission process  

ïAssociate their NIH extramural grant awards with 

their publications 

 The Awards View is available only to Commons users 

with active grants in their portfolio who have linked their 

My NCBI account with their eRA Commons account. 



The My Bibliography NIH Public Access  

 

compliance module  

Bart Trawick, PhD 

National Center for Biotechnology Information 

National Library of Medicine 



My NCBI Sign In 



Federated Login  



Linking eRA Account to My NCBI  



Old My NCBI Home Page  



New My NCBI Home Page  



My Bibliography  

* Journal articles  

* In PubMed  

* From journals not indexed in PubMed  

* Citations not yet appearing in PubMed  

* Manuscripts submitted to NIHMS  

* Book chapters  

* Meeting abstracts  

* Talks / Presentations / Grand Rounds  

* Patents  

* Other materials  

 



Adding PubMed Citations  



Several Options to Add  

Non -PubMed Citations  





Review Suggested Citations  





Review Match to PubMed Citation  



NIH Public Access View  





Four Ways to Comply with NIHPA  

A 

B 

C 

D 



Basic applicability  

NIH Funding  

Start Method C  

Link to Method C/D  

Claim Method B  

Claim Exemption  



Visual PA Status Codes  



Method A Examples  



Method B Examples  



Method C/D Examples  



Exempt Items  



Delegation in My Bibliography  



Delegate s Account  



Demonstrating Public Access 

Compliance Through Electronic 

Progress Reports 
(screen layouts current as of March 2011) 
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Including Citations in Progress Reports 

Å PD/PIs  can submit some progress reports electronically 

through eRA Commons 

ïElectronic Streamlined Non-competing Award Process 

(eSNAP) eligible progress reports (Type 5) 

 

 

Å eRA Commons services for PIs 

ïeSNAP: Upload Science 

ïLinked to My NCBI / My Bibliography 
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 eRA Commons Personal Profile - Publications 

Personal Profile 

Notes & Tips 
ÅNIH Public Access Policy 

ÅNIHMS submission system 

ÅNIHMS ID valid/invalid  

ÅNEW My NCBI My Bibliography 

Grant-Paper Associations 
Grant #   |   Status   |   Action 

Citation Text: from NIHMS, PubMed Central, PubMed, My Bibliography 

and PD/PIïmanually entered citations 

Valid NIHMSID   |   Citation Source   |   Citation ID   |   Citation Text 

Add New Publications not 

available after July 23, 2010 

Publications 


